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WARTIME INCREASE IN 
CAPITATION FEES 


REFUSAL BY MINISTRY OF INSURANCE 
PRACTITIONERS’ CLAIM 


A special meeting of the Insurance Acts 
Committee was held on Oct. 22 to re- 
ceive the reply of the Minister of Health 
to the arguments recently addressed to 
him by deputation for a wartime increase 
in the insurance capitation fee in view 
of the greatly increased work of insur- 
ance practitioners and the steeply rising 
costs. The Minister’s reply, in a letter 
dated Oct. 17, was that, for reasons 
already set out in an earlier letter from 
the Secretary of the Ministry, he was 
not able to accede to the request. The 
Minister added that he had come to this 
conclusion with great reluctance as being 
the only one consonant with the general 
policy which the Government had 
adopted in the matter of increased re- 
muneration during the war period, and 
he assured the Comngttee that the 
decision in no way prejudiced future dis- 
cussions which his Department might have 
to enter into on wider matters affecting 
the medical profession. 

Dr. E. A. Gregg, the chairman of the 
committee, who had led the deputation, 
said that the rejection of the practitioners’ 
just claim would cause grave dissatisfac- 
tion throughout the profession. He noted 
that the Minister said nothing about the 
merits of the case put up on behalf of 
the profession, and indeed in all, the 
correspondence which had previously 
taken place no suggestion was ever made 
by the Ministry that the claim was not 
well justified. The Minister took his 
stand on the impossibility, from his point 
of view, of going to Parliament for more 
money. The case for practitioners could 
not have been put to the Ministry more 
completely or more strongly than by the 
deputation on Sept. 22, and the Minister 
was fully apprised of the feelings of 
doctors over this matter. 


The committee then discussed for more . 


than two hours the form of recommenda- 
tions which it should make to the Panel 
Conference to be held on Nov. 5. Every 
member of the committee present, repre- 
senting all the regions of the country, 
including Scotland, contributed his ob- 
servations. The meeting unanimously re- 
jected any idea of accepting the Minister's 
refusal, under protest or otherwise, and 
various suggestions were made for future 
action. One member said that while any 
refusal of service was out of the question 
during the war, a purely wartime measure 
might be sought in the form of some 
variation of the terms of contract as from 
a fixed date so as to afford some reliefs 


to practitioners. National health insur- 
ance patients might be placed on much 
the same footing as members of Public 
Medical Services, and the giving of 
anaesthetics, attendance at miscarriages, 
and late and night visits might be subject 
to an extra fee ; also a small charge might 
be made for all certificates issued for 
sickness benefit. 

The likely public reaction to such a 
measure was discussed, and some objec- 
tions were stated, as, for example, that 
by no means all insured persons were 
better off than before the war, and that 
the people who needed the services most 
might not be among those whom the war 
had made relatively prosperous. There 
was also a general distaste for any lower- 
ing of the standard of service, which 
has been so painstakingly built up by 
the profession (even without very much 
official encouragement), or any limitation 
of its scope. The plan, however, was not 
ruled out as an alternative to other 
measures. 

Another proposal which found a good 
deal of favour was deferred payment in 
the form of post-war credits, but it was 
pointed out that this did not meet the 
immediate difficulty, which was that large 
numbers of practitioners needed money 
now to meet their present and increasing 
liabilities. A proposal that certain ex- 
penses of practitioners, as, for example, 
motor-car taxation, should be the subject 
of concessions (as it was in certain cir- 
cumstances in the last war) was noted as 
a matter for separate representation, not 
related to the capitation fee. The pro- 
posal which found most favour, however, 
was to make a request for arbitration on 
the claim in the first instance. The com- 
mittee by a very large majority, almost 
unanimously, decided to recommend to 
the Conference that a request for arbitra- 
tion be made, but with certain alternatives 
in the event of the rejection of this re- 
quest. The forthcoming Conference will 
have a full opportunity of debating the 
whole position. 


War Damage Insurance.—Doctors should 
note in their own interests that the procedure 
of insurance companies acting for the Board 
of Trade and their agents for the issue of 
renewal notices under the Commodity, 
Businesses, and Private Chattels Schemes is 
not identical with that to which the public 
are accustomed under the companies’ ordin- 
ary policies. The issue of notices is not 


‘obligatory, and not more than one notice 


will be sent. As that notice may go astray 
doctors should enter a precauticnary note 
on their diaries of the date on which the 
insurance expires, because no liability 
attaches under a policy if a cheque is not 
received by the company within the days of 
grace allowed. ; 


Correspondence 


The Absentee Doctor’s Share 


Sirn,—I am an absentee practitioner 
who has closed his house and practice and 
left it to the care of the B.M.A. Protec- 
tion of Practices Scheme, and | entirely 
concur with statements made by Dr. L. B. 
Liebster (Supplement, Sept. 26, p. 37). 1 
would like to make the following sugges- 
tions, which could easily be incorporated 
in the scheme and would help to over- 
come two of its main difficulties. 

(1) All permanent panel lists were 
closed in Sept., 1939, and all acceptances 
since then are classed as wartime accept- 
ances. If a proportion of all these war- 
time capitation fees was deducted and in 
each area pooled for distribution a | 
among absentee practitioners, that would, 
in part, offset the disadvantage of the 
absentee. The figure I had in mind was 
3d. per quarter per head. The amount 
could be adjusted to avoid any undue 
hardship and the matter could be dealt 
with by the local committee. 

(2) The problem of the distribution 
of private fees for the absentee is much 
more difficult, and here again I think a 
general percentage scheme would be 
more practicable. The details would 
vary naturally with the area, the number 
of absentees, and their proportion of the 
number of acting practitioners. But if 
1% per quarter of the total private fees 
per absentee in a group of 20 was de- 
ducted then the absentee would receive 
5% of the total of his private fees, which 
would be a fair share of the work he 
probably did. I am sure that the acting 

ractitioners would rather do this than 

on the business of rendering accounts 
and details to the bureau. It would be 
much simpler and more satisfactory all 
round. I must add that where an ab- 
sentee practitioner has either an assistant, 
locumtenent, or partner acting on his 
behalf for the purposes of the second of 
my suggestions he need not be counted 
as an absentee. ’ 

In view of the high level of taxation 
the cost of my schemes to the acting 

ractitioner would be negligible, and the 

help to the absentee considerable. 1! 
think that the problem is an important 
one and the solutions workable.—I am, 
etc., 


DaLTon Y. CARTER. 


State Medical Service 


Sir,—May I endorse most heartily the 
letter of Dr. W. B. J. Pemberton (Supple- 
ment, Oct. 17, p. 52) in which he pleads 
that the subject of State Medical Service 
may be given a well-earned rest. Every- 
body recognizes that the post-war period 
will bring many problems and difficul- 
ties, but have we not become a little un- 
balanced on the subject of planning? 
One set of enthusiasts apparently desires 
to demolish most of London and to re- 
place it by what a correspgndent in the 
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MEDICAL WAR RELIEF FUND 


SUPPLEMENT To THE 
British MEDICAL JOURNAL 


Daily Telegraph aptly describes as “a 
rectilinear city with miles of uniform 
buildings.” Another set of enthusiasts 

“ seems to want to carry out a similar de- 
sign in the medical profession. Now that 
we have all had our little outburst (most 
of which is really due to a minor degree 
of anxiety neurosis) how about. for- 
getting it for a bit, and settling down to 
the real job in hand—namely, winning 
the war?—I am, etc., 


Hove. W. N. MAPLE. 


Misuse of Term “ Dermatitis ” 


Sirn,—May I urge practitioners to avoid 
so far as possible on N.H.I. certificates 
the term “ dermatitis”? I am quite sure 
that if they realized the trouble and con- 
sumption of paper that this causes they 
would confine its use to cases where it 
is strictly necessary, and we should no 
longer have patients with impetigo and 
a host of other conditions having a batch 
of forms sent them together with instruc- 
tions to see an examining surgeon. To 
an approved society there is only one 
form of dermatitis, and that is industrial. 
If the term must be used and the condi- 
tion is plainly non-industrial, the word 
“ non-industrial ” should be added. One 
frequently comtes across cases where 
doubt as to liability results in unpardon- 
able delay in settlement and injustice to 
the insured person. The 5s. fee, which 
often has to be paid quite unnecessarily 
for the examining surgeon's certificate, is 
an added irritant.—I am, etc., 


Birmingham. A. H. Driver. 


MEDICAL WAR RELIEF FUND 
THIRTY-EIGHTH LIST 


Amount previously acknowledged £46,310 10s. and~* 
£100 34% Conversion _—_ and £40 3% Defence 


Individual Subscriptions 


£5 5s.—Dr. Dr. R. B.N. 
Smartt, Chesterfield Dr. Benham Stitch, 
Lamberhurst. 

£3 3s.—Dr. G. LI. Jones, Llangefni. 

£2 2s.—Capt. Elliott, Greenford. 

£1 1Is.—Major W. Happer, I.M.S., and Mrs. 
} aa (13th donation) ; Dr. G. H. Pringle, Nether 


C. L. Martin, Galashiels. 

10s. 6d.—Capt. E. A. Ritchie, R.A.M.C. 

£170 10s.—Hon. Staff, Leicester Royal Infirmary 
—per Mr. R. Lodge (amount already sent £38 12s.). 

£10 10s.—Bradford Division—per Mr. Donald 
Watson (amount already sent £600 2s.). 

£5 Ss. 6d.— Mid-Essex L.M.W.C.—per Dr. 
Whitley (amount already sent £112 9s.): Balance 
belonging to doctors in area £2 2s. 6d.; Dr. I. 
Gordon £3 3s. (2nd donation). 

£5 5s.—East Herts Division—per Col. J. S. 
Dunne (amount already sent £199 3s.): Drs. 
Thomson and Wells (2nd donation). 

£2 2s.—Lancaster L.M.W.C.—per Dr. W. George 
damount already sent £394 7s.): Dr. D. M. 
McIntyre. Glasgow Division (amount already sent 
£387 16s.): Dr. A. A. McManus (2nd donation). 


Local Medical and Panel Committees 


£44 9s. 3d.—Ayr County (7th donation). 
16s. 6d.—-Newcastle-upon-Tyne (Sth dona- 
tion). 

£32 Ss. Sd.—Midlothian (9th donation). 

£19 6s. 11d.—Dumbarton County (7th donation). 


Total—£46,668 15s. 1d. and £100 34% Conversion 
Stock and £40 3% Defence Bonds 


Cheques, payable to the Medical War Relief 
Fund, should be sent to Dr. G. C. Anderson, 
Honorary Treasurer of the Fund, British Medical 
eo House, Tavistock Square, London, 


The Home Office announces that Charles 
Dundas Maitland, F.R.C.S., is once more 
an authorized. person for the purposes of 
the Dangerous Drugs Act. 


‘H.M. Forces Appointments 


ROYAL NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE 
Prob. Temp. Surg. Lieuts. G. F. F. Sinclair, 
e. © Milne, and J. Kennedy to be Temp. Surg. 
ts. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY, R.A.M.C. 
Supern. for Service with St. Andrews Univ. Con- 
tingent, Senior Training Corps (Med. Unit).—Capt. 
G. H. Smith to be Lieut., and has relinquished the 
rank of Capt. 


LAND FORCES: EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS 
Royat Corps 


War Subs. Capt. L. S. Woolf has relinquished 
his commission on account of ill-health and is’ 
granted the rank of Maior. 

War Subs. Capts. G. H. C. Taylor, W. R. 
Heylings, W. Gregor, and E. S. Caley have re- 
linquished their commissions on account of ill- 
health and are granted the rank of Capt. 

To be Lieuts.: J. L. Ashley, R. Auld, B. A. 
Bembridge, J. Xx J. F. Bishop, G. L. 
Bohn, K. E. Bond, Brownscombe, W. a a 
Champ. Ciynick. 1 Coates, C,H K 
Daly, J. Denfield, J. A. Deuc > 


V. F. Hall, R. C. Hatcher, S. G. Heaton, M. 
Hershman, H. D. G. Hetherington, W. B. Highet, 


. S. MacKinnon, R. C. MacLeod, L. F. Miller. 
W. Morgan, R. K. Nandilal, P. O”’Malley, 


H. E. Verdon, C. P. Wallace, 
j. G. Whitty, H. L. J. Wilson, 
D. B. Wiseman. 


WOMEN’S FORCES 
EMPLOYED WITH THE R.A.M.C. 


War Subs. Capt. A. W. Black has relinquished 
her commission. 

The following M.O.s have been granted 
commissions in the rank of Lieut.: Gwenllian M. 
Lewis, Helen P. Wainwright, Eileen M. Rix, 
Helen M. Carmichael, Nancy G. Clegg, Barbara H. 
Fiddian, Margaret D. W. Hamilton, Margaret R. 
Laws, Smith, Margaret L. Taylor, 


ROYAL AIR FORCE 


Group Capt. (Temp.) J. D. Leahy, M.C., to be 
Group Capt 

Wing Cmdrs. V. S. Ewing and J. G. Russell to be 
Group Capts. (Temp.). 

Wing Cmdrs. (Temp.) P. J. McNally and G. H. J. 
Williams to be Wing Cmdrs. 

Squad. Ldrs. F. H. Peterson, T. C. Macdonald, 
A.F.C., J. F. Sandow, .and A. M. Weston to be 
Wing Cmdrs. (Temp.). 

Squad. Ldrs. (Temp.) J. L. Walsh, A. W 
Smith, and G. H. Morley have been granted the 
rank of War Subs. Squad. Ldrs. 

Fl. Lieuts. J. St. C. Polson, F. D. Campbell, 
E. B. Bright, A.F.C., E. C. Easson, J. L. W. Walls, 
and M. O. Richardson to be Squad. Ldrs. (Temp.). 

M-s. L. T. Thomson, M.O., with the relative rank 
of ye Officer, has been promoted to ihe Telative 
rank of War Subs. Fi. Lieut. 


RESERVE OF AIR Force OFFICERS 

Squad. Ldr. E. Donovan to be Wing Cmdr. 

Squad. Ldr. W. J. L. Dean has resigned his 
commission and retains his rank. 

Fl. Lieuts. W. P. Griffin. H. C. de B. Milne, 
R. S. MacLatchy, and A. R. C. Young to be Squad. 
Ldrs. (Temp.). 

AUXILIARY AIR FORCE 

Squad. Ldr. F. C. Mogg, G.M., to be Wing 
Cmdr. (Temp.). 

Fl. Lieuts. G. A. H. Norman, B. Rothery, and 
W. W. Walker to be Squad. Ldrs. (Temp.). 

Fi. Lieut. G. B. Hardman has resigned his com- 
mission and retains his rank 


Ark Force VOLUNTEER RESERVE 


Fl. Lieuts. J. A. Mains, W. Heath, E. G. Dermer, 
F. J. G. Jefferiss, A. J. Owston, B. Haring, C. H. 
Levick, C. F. H. Sergeant, G. F. Rees-Jones, R. F. 
Stubbs, M. Pearson, T. Crowley, R. J. Coto, S. K. 
Sledge, R. W. Nichol, M. P. Morel, H. B. Hunt, 
C. R. McLaughlin, C. L. Clinton-Thomas, and C. R.. 
E.+ Freezer to be Squad. Ldrs. (Temp.). 

A. L. McCurry to be Squad. ae 


T. K. Haran, E. D. Arkell, T. 


H. M. Urquhart, W. S. Whitling, J. I. Davies, J. 
Arnott, §. T. Hayes, A. R. Lyons, C. J. K. Orr, and 
W. B. Rostron to be War Subs. Fl. Lieuts. 


K. 

C. R. Deuchar, F. E. F. Brown, 
N. K. Farley, W. E ‘Graham, C. W. Kesson, P 
K. Phillips. 


INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 


Capts. G. F. Harris, L. Feinhols, J. Edis-Myers, 
R. De Soldenhoff, and E. Parry to be Majors. 


EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS 


To be. Lieuts.: P. A. L. Roberts, C. G. Muller, 
C. H. Phillips, and M. B. Kicin. _ 


INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

The following appointments are announced: 

S. Simon, C.P.&S., Medical Superin- 
Leprosy Hospital, Ceylon; 
R. F. Macdonald. M.D., Medical Officer, Gold 
Coast; D. L. Cran, M.B., Ch.B., Medical Officer, 
Zanzibar; N. M. Maclennan, M.D., Director of 
Medical Services, Trinidad ; C. Wilson, M.B., B.Ch , 
Senior Medical Officer, Nigeria. 


MEDICAL PENSION SCHEMES 
We have been informed by the Medical 
Insurance Agency, which did not con- 
tribute to the article on this subject 
published in the Supplement of Oct. 10. 
p. 46, that there are one or two miscon- 
ceptions in that article. It is proposed to 
publish a statement in next week's issue 
which, it is hoped, will explain matters. 


WEEKLY POSTGRADUATE DIARY 
BritisH PosToRADUATE MepIcaL ScHooLt, Ducane 
Road, W.—Daily, 10 am. to 4 p,m., Medical 
Clinics, Surgical Clinics and Operations, Obstet- 
rics and Gynaecological Clinics and Operations 
Daily, 1.30 p.m., Post-mortems. Mon., Course 
on War Medicine begins. Tues., 10 a.m.. 
Paediatric Clinic ; 11 a.m., Gynaecological Clinic. 
Wed., 11.30 a.m., Medical Conference ; 2 p.m.. 
Prevention of Communicable Diseases in the 
. Brown. Thurs., 2 pm.. 
nic. Fri., 12.15 p.m., Surgical 


Conference : 
2 Sterility Clinic. 
DIARY OF SOCIETIES & LECTURES 


Royal COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND, 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C.—Wed., 3.15 p.m., 
Robert Jones Memorial Lecture by Prof. Harry 
Platt: Congenital Dislocation of the Hip-joint. 

Royat Society OF MEDICINE.—Tues., 4 p.m. 
General Meeting of Fellows. Wed., 2.30 p.m. 
Section of History of Medicine; 230 p.m. 
Section of Surgery. Fri., 10.30 a.m. Section of 
Otology: 2.15 p.m. Section of Laryngology : 
2.30 pm. Section of Anaesthetics. 

BiocHEMICAL Soctety.—At Department of Organic 
Chemistry, Imperial College of Science and 
Technology, South Kensington, S.W., Sat. (Nov. 
7), 11 a.m. Communications. 

Royat Socretry TROPICAL MEDICINE AND 
Hyorene.—At 26, Portland Place, W. 4 p.m. 
Paper by Col. N. Hamilton Fairley, F.R.S.. 
A.A M.C., and Col. J. S. K. Boyd, A.M.S.: 
Bacillary Dysentery and its Modern Treatment. 
with Special Reference to Sulphaguanidine. To 
be read by Col. Fairley. 


B.M.A.: Branch and Division Meetings 
to be held 

City Drvision.—At Metropolitan Hospital. 
Kingsland Road, E., Oct. 31, 2.30 p.m. General 
Meeting. Report of Representatives at A.R.M.., 
etc. 

Nortu oF ENGLAND BraNcH.—Joint meeting with 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Northern Counties Medical 
Society at Royal Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, Thurs., Nov. 5, 2.15 p.m. Clinical 
demonstration : 3.45 p.m. Brig. F. A. E. Crew: 
Contribution of Genetics to Medicine. All members 
of H.M. Forces stationed in area are invited to 
onme 
APPOINTMENTS 
Lanctey, F., Ch.M., F.R.C.S., Honorary 

Assistant Surgeon, East Suffolk and Ipswich 

Hospital. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, & DEATHS 


The charge for inserting announcements under this 
head is 10s. 6d. This amount should be forwarded 
with the notice, authenticated with the name and 
address of the sender, and should reach the Adver- 
tisement Manager not later than first post Monday 
morning to ensure insertion in the current issue. 


DEATH 
Moyes.—On Oct. 23, 1942, Robert Esmond Moyes. 
M.D.Ed., of Broomhill and Warkworth, North- 
umberland. 
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War Subs. Flying Officers J. R. Acfield, T. G. 
Band, T. B. Binns, G. M. Wilson, J. R. Hughes, a made 
A. Hale-Monro, 


